


tones - the “chamber music” - that Adams crafted earlier in his career. The present show focuses
on the masterful small-scale prints made by Adams from the 1920s into the 1950s. Already in
this time period there is quite an evolution of printing style, from the soft-focus, warm-toned,
painterly “Parmelian prints” of the 1920s; through the /64 school of sharp-focused photography
that he co-founded with Edward Weston and Imogen Cunningham in the 1930s; and, after the
War, towards a cooler, higher-contrast printmaking approach.

Several singular examples are included in this exhibition. The print of Frozen Lake and Cliffs is
considered the finest vintage print extant; it was the announcement for the recent blockbuster
show “Ansel Adams at 100,” curated by John Szarkowski. Monolith, the Face of Half Dome is
represented by two contrasting examples: the vintage 6x8 inch Parmelian print from 1927, and
a rare transitional 16x20 inch matte-surface print from the early 1940s which shows Adams first
experimenting with scale but not yet consistently committed to glossy paper stock. Clearing
Winter Storm, taken from Inspiration Point, is Adams 's most celebrated Yosemite view. We are
pleased to feature the earliest known vintage print of this seminal image (a 1938 date appears
on his original typewritten label), which just surfaced in 2005. Hitherto this photograph had
generally been dated “circa 1944”; it is noteworthy that such an iconic image can be redated in
this manner by a full six years.

EXHIBITION INFORMATION

Number of photographs: approx. 50

Frame sizes: 14 x 18 inches to 24 x 30 inches
Linear feet: 170

Rental fee: $9500 for 8 weeks

Additional weeks may be booked for an extra 10% per week.
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